Rus Stolling 
1295 Shaw Avenue, Suite 331 
Clovis, California 93612 


August 3, 1995 


Mercantile Money Museum 
Mercantile Tower, Tram 06-9 
7th & Washington 

St. Louis, MO 63101 


Re: | Confederate Half Dollar and Cent, Newman Collection 


Dear Sirs, 


In researching the history of the Confederate Half Dollar (four struck in 1861 at 
New Orleans mint) and the Confederate Cent (engraved and 12 struck by R. 
Lovett) | find reference to ownership of at least one example of each by Mr. 
Newman. 


Can you, and would you, verify that he does still own them? Have either or both 
coins ever been displayed or exhibited at your museum? Is it likely that either 
will be displayed in the near future? 


My inquiry is driven by the desire for recent history of the coins, for an article 
to be published in the Calcoin News, the quarterly journal of the California 
Numismatic Society. 

Would you also provide some literature about the Mercantile Money Museum, 
please, if available? Your earliest response would be highly appreciated. Thank 
you very much. 


Sincerel 


Rus Stolling ae 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Rus Stolling August 153.1995 
1295 Shaw Ave, Suite 331 
Clovis ; “CA 226e 


Dear Mr... Stoelting: 


Thank you for your interest in Confederate coinage. We are 
still the owners of an original Confederate half dollar and an 
original Lovett Confederate cent. 


Both items were on display in Atlanta at the ANA Convention 
in 1961. Occasional displays have been made since then. 


Pictures and history of those items are published from time 


to time by others. We are sure you are acquainted with that 
Situation. 


I hope we have been helpful. 


Sincerely, 


A 


wy, 


Eric P. Newman 


Calcoin News 


The Quarterly Journal of the California State Numismatic Association 
1295 Shaw Avenue, Suite 331, Clovis, California 93612, 209-346-0448 





November 19, 1996 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Re: Confederate Half Dollar & Cent 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Warm and respectful numismatic greetings to you from Calcoin News! | hope this letter 
finds you in good health and good spirits. 


A letter | received from you in August of 1995 confirms, in response to my inquiry of 
the same month, that you were at that time in possession of both a Confederate Half 
Dollar and an original Lovett Confederate Cent. 


Calcoin News plans to publish an article on the attempt by the Confederate States to mint 
its own coinage in the upcoming year. To have accompanying original images would be a 
real treat for the readers. If possible, may | obtain prints or transparencies of either or 
both the Confederate Half Dollar and/or the Confederate Cent, obverse and reverse, from 
the you or through the Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society? If so, and if any 
costs or fees are involved, would you please let me know as early as possible? 


The California State Numismatic Association is a non-profit educational organization. 
Our quarterly journal, Calcoin News, is available as a benefit of membership, and is not 
sold or offered otherwise - although I’d be certain to provide a copy to you or the Society 
upon publication of our article if images of your coins are used. Photo sources would be 
credited, of course. 


Your earliest reply would be gratefully received. 


Sincerely, | 
| ASSE UL stil Te 


Russell Stolling ie i 
Editor, Calcoin News “ ch 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Rus Stolling November 26, 1996 
1295 Shaw Ave 

Suite 331 

Clovis, CA 93612 


Dear Mr. Stolling: 


After your request for pictures of our Confederate Half Dollar 
and Confederate Cent I located my three inch thick file on 
Confederate coinage. To read 40 years accumulation cn the subject 
was frightening. Almost everyone is gone but a few of us rugged 
souls are around. 

Do you know anything new? Whe owns the Merkin example? Do 
you have citations to the quantity of material already published? 
Did the Ford piece sell? 

I located one set of positives but cannot find one of the two 
negatives I had made in 1961. What I suggest is that you make new 
negatives for us and a few new positives for us from those 
negatives. If you can do this I/’11 send our positives and you can 
block out the adjacent mess next to the actual coin images. This 
would have to be done by you promptly on receipt of the original 
positives which we would like returned also. 

I also volunteer to read and comment on you write up when it 
is ready. There have been so many inaccuracies in past writeups 
that I feel I should read it before publication. 

Please use the above address for further correspondence. 


Good iuck. 


Sincerely, 


o 





Eric. .Ps 


Calcoin News 


The Quarterly Journal of the California State Numismatic Association 
1295 Shaw Avenue, Suite 331, Clovis, California 93612, 209-346-0448 





December 4, 1996 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Re: Confederate Half Dollar & Cent 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


| thank you for your quick response to my previous letter. Your letter asks several 
questions and makes a couple of proposals - |’ll respond to them in the sequence in which 
they were asked -- 


Your three-inch thick files surpasses mine by one-half inch. My one-year accumulation 
of material fills a 2 1/2 inch loose-leaf binder. I’m sure your 40 year accumulation has 
many gems I'll never have an opportunity to see. 


Do | know anything new? Yes - new to me, possibly not new to you. Nothing new on the 
half-dollar, but some interesting new ideas on the cent have recently been published by 
Scott Rubin and Michael Hodder. After examining Haseltine’s comments on the cent in the 
January 13, 1874 auction catalog, one can only deduce that it was Edward Maris who 
first acquired the coins from Lovett, not Haseltine as so many have thought for so long. 
What puzzles me is how long the myth was allowed to persist. Anyone could have 
discovered this simply by examining the catalog - but apparently no one did for almost 
ninety years. (I did. And | have to agree with Hodder & Rubin.) 


No one can/will tell me who bought the Merkin piece. I’ve asked David Bowers and Scott 
Rubin, and others. The owner’s identity is pretty well protected. 


The Ford piece did not sell, according Stack’s representatives. The reserve of $800,000 
was not reached. Several offers came within range and were considered but not accepted. 
Mr. Ford still has it as far as | can discover. 


As to the quantity of material published, my list of references and research material is 
enclosed. | think it is fairly complete. Each new bit | discover at this point only repeats 
or reaffirms other published information. I’ve discovered that early researchers may 
have not gone far enough in their searches and have made some errors. Those errors have 
been allowed to persist uncorrected on the merits of the researcher’s reputation. (The 
Maris vs. Haseltine issue, and the Biddle vs. Riddell question. There should have been no 
controversy at all if previous work had gone to the right sources. Not knowing whether 
you have copies of them, I’ve enclosed a copy of the January 13, 1874 catalog page 
listing the CSA cent, and a copy from microfilm of the April 9, 1874 New Orleans 
Picayune article containing Dr. Taylor’s letter for your reference. ) 


’m honored by your request for copy-negatives from your original prints. Il’d be 
pleased to make new negatives and a number of prints for you. It might be best to send 
the originals registered or insured. I'll return them promptly once we have sharp, 
well-exposed negatives in hand. 


Your offer to read my manuscript is very generous. | accept without hesitation. Civil 
War Times Illustrated magazine has expressed an interest in publishing an article on the 
Cent and Half Dollar - a “general interest” piece oriented to a non-numismatic 
readership. The manuscript for the Civil War Times Illustrated article is completed and 
is enclosed for your review. Your comments would be very, very welcome. 


Calcoin News will run the story of both coins containing the “new” information, 
corrections to early research errors, pedigrees of each specimen, and personal profiles 
of principal characters. The story will begin in the second or third issue in mid-1997 
and run in two or three installments. 


Congratulations on the recently bestowed ANS honors. It is only appropriate, at the least, 
that you be so honored for your long lifetime of significant contributions to numismatics. 
Also, | enjoyed Q. David Bowers story in his 12/2 Coin World column on your 
acquisition of the1913 Liberty Nickels and other pieces from the Green collection. I’m 
honored by your interest and participation in my writing project. 


| look forward to our continued correspondence. 


Numismatically- yours, | 


FA ee : yit LAW < 


Rus Stolling 7 


LZ 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Rus Stolling December 9, 1996 
1295 Shaw Ave 

Suite 331 

Clovis, CA 93612 


De:ar Rus: 


You have demonstrated with what you sent me that you are a 
researcher and writer who deserves cooperation from everyone. I 
therefore went mining in my files and enclose a mound of 
Confederate material you may not have. I still have an item or so 
which are somewhat restricted from my sharing with you but maybe 
you can find out without me. 

I enclose positives of our Confederate half dollar and 
Confederate cent. Please make negatives from each and send me some 
new positives along with the negatives. Also return my original 
positves. There is no objection to your making a separate set of 
negatives for yourself. 

I cannot find my letter to the editor of Coin World published 
February 9, 1962. It points out I think that Bashlow should not 
have said the Confederate cents were second restrikes because the 
original die was not used - only a transfer die was used. 

You may be surprised by some of what you learn from the stuff 
in my file. I evem enjoyed looking at it again. 

When and if you rewrite your piece for publication send it to 
me: for checking. 


I hope I have been of help. 


Sincerely, 








Calcoin News 


The Quarterly Journal of the California State Numismatic Association 
1295 Shaw Avenue, Suite 331, Clovis, California 93612, 209-346-0448 





January 19, 1997 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Re: Confederate Half Dollar & Cent 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


This short note is to confirm receipt of the original photos of the CSA half dollar and 
cent. The copy negatives and prints have been commissioned and are due for completion 
on Tuesday (1/23). 


The packet of copies of several printed resources made interesting reading and, in 
addition to increasing my body of knowledge, adds authority to what was already known. 
The list of citations was especially helpful. | compared it to my list of material on hand 
and have since requested several items from your list from the ANA library. 


Some genealogical material arrived from a researcher | have employed in a city near 
Washington DC - the findings are interesting. A question was raised in the past about 
whether the designer of the CSA cent was Robert Lovett, Jr. or his son Robert K. Lovett. 
The material from the genealogical researcher seems to confirm R. L., Jr. as the 
designer. R. L., Jr. was 44 in 1861, as was his wife Amanda, deduced from the 1860 
census. Amanda was his second wife, he having been widowed when son Robert K. was 9 
years old. Robert K. Lovett was only 19 in 1861 and while possibly apprenticed, would 
have no established reputation. 


My next communication will contain the negatives and prints, along with the returned 
originals. | thank you for the opportunity to be of service, and for permission (implied, 
so far) to use the photos of your coins in Calcoin News. 


Numismatically yours, 

; |_| f). 

Ree, S st Wh et 
Rus Stolling, C 
Editor, Calcoin News 


Unique 1783 Nova Constellatio 


Es 















Pattern Coinage Set LO. CA 5 
$ Cy ? mee 

Five or 5 Unit Piece * Copper * Uniquey PWV =) 
Bit or 100 Unit Piece * Silver * Finest of 3 Known ©, a 
Quint or 500 Unit Piece * Silver * Unigue2© Av / S 
Mark-of 4 0QQU eH? see oe MOSEL Sa 
We. ASeroee Bees a 
‘ Recowwect you latest hess a gale 2 
n 
‘Prenne> Cumeship ae Pha ms nceest Ps 
he ake thet J. Breen's pedigrees 4 Hore = 
N 


OMe, 1Azb Qroen weight indicates Het 
a is He Taylor SPC Mer mot ot ANS. 


Sac! 


Shae! Cus Shel in - Ce | nr ae oe 
‘ libliudhodNlndilidiliaddahldddididdliddad 


183 WEST 57 STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10019 





©1994 Stack’s 





Calcoin News 


The Quarterly Journal of the California State Numismatic Association 
1295 Shaw Avenue, Suite 331, Clovis, California 93612, 209-346-0448 





February 5, 1997 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Re: Confederate Half Dollar & Cent, 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Enclosed with this letter are your original black & white photos of your Confederate Half 
Dollar and Lovett CSA Cent. Also enclosed are a set of 4 copy negatives, one each of the 
obverse and reverse of the two coins, and a proof print of each negative. | had a 
professional lab make the negatives and proof prints as they had the camera to make the 
larger negative - | would have had to do them in 35mm if | had done them myself. 


I’m inclined to remark, from my position as a former professional photographer (news, 
sports, documentary), that the lighting of the coins in the original photos is quite harsh 
and angular, and seems to be from a single source to the side or at the base of the coin. 
Such light casts long, dark shadows around the higher-relief features of the design, 
obliterates desirable detail, and highlights flaws. While the photos are useful for 
specific purposes, aesthetically they are less than ideal. I’d like to produce some better 
images for you in exchange for the privilege of viewing the original coins. I’d be pleased 
to travel to St. Louis and honored meet you and to be allowed to view and photograph the 
coins, in color slides and on black & white negatives, at the Mercantile Money Museum if 
you so please. I’d make more than enough images to suit your and my needs. 


The packet of material you sent in December provided some interesting reading and 
inspired some investigative thought on my part. Also your comment that you have some 
items that are restricted from your sharing with me - but maybe | can find out without 
you - has me wondering. While | have no clue yet as to what you might refer, a number 
of questions are banging around in the cavity between my ears. Some of the issues 
dominating my thoughts right now are: 


The story of the coin’s appearance in the hands of Marks Jacobs in 1936, who said he 
gave it to his sister - then its transfer from Alice Clark to Mr. Schnur in 1961 cause 
me to wonder if a link can be established from Mr. Jacobs to Mrs. Clark. Do you have any 
information on this? If not, | may undertake a genealogical search of both parties. One 
source indicates Mr. Jacob’s occupation as that of tailor - do you have confirmation of 
that? 


Also, the article from the Louisiana Historical Society journal of October 1922 
certainly establishes their receipt of the die from Mr. Saltus. Did you ever get a 
satisfactory response to your inquiries as to the die’s whereabouts? Do you suspect that 
it was stolen? Or was it just “mislaid” due to a lack of recognition of its significance to 
Louisiana, CSA, and numismatic history? ANS occasionally subsidizes research - would 
they be inclined to award a grant to track the CSA half dollar die? |’d be glad to undertake 
the project. 


The Merkin CSA half dollar - someone knows who has it. Do you? Do you know who 
handled the sale? Do you know who knows? My interest is not in publicizing someone’s 
secret, but in simply knowing the fourth coin’s whereabouts. It wouldn’t be right to lose 
sight of such an important relic. If you know, or know someone who knows - well, | can 
guard confidentiality as well as anyone can, and better than most. In fact, possessing 
information that no one else has can be more satisfying than divulging it. 


Are you still in occasional communication with Mr. Ford? If so, would you tell me how to 
reach him? If he prefers that his address remain restricted, would he be willing to 
initiate contact with me on your recommendation? 


And finally - Using publicized sources I’m attempting to track the rise in value of the 
various specimens of the CSA half dollar from the date of the Mason/Scott sale of the 
Taylor coin. All references to your coin state that you acquired it “about 1940” and do 
not mention a purchase price. Are you comfortable providing me with a more accurate 
date of acquisition and an approximate value at the date of purchase? Would you want that 
figure to remain confidential or could it be published? 


Quite a few questions have been posed here - | hope | haven’t exceeded the limit. Written 
correspondence can be very time consuming - if communication by phone is more 
convenient for you, I’m most certainly available. The best times to talk are between 
11:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on weekdays, California time. | look forward to continued 
communication in any format, and am very appreciative of the time and information 
you’ve given me thus far. 


Numismatically yours, 
i ~~ ( Q StU Ree 
ie ‘ 


Russell Stolling : 
Editor, CSNA Calcoin News 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


February 17, 1997 


Mr. Russell Stolling 

Calcoin News 

1295 Shaw Avenue, Suite 331 
Clowis, CA. 93612 


Dear Mr. Stolling: 
Thank you for your February 5, 1997 letter and its enclosures. 


You are welcome to photograph our Confederate coins whenever you come to 
St. Louis but please give me adequate advance notice for mutual convenience. 
Remember my pictures were taken by me (an amateur) about 35 years ago. 


As to the Jacobs-Clark transfer, I know nothing about it. 


As to the Louisiana Historical Society loss of the die, I assume it was stolen as 
other of their things were apparently missing also. The die may now be concealed 
by the possessor who would have it taken away from him if it was reported. ANS 
would not fund any such quest in my opinion. 


My friend, Lester Merkin, would never tell me to whom he sold his piece or from 
whom he bought it. 


My acquisition of my Confederate half dollar was part of the joint purchase of 
the entire E.H.R. Green U.S. half dollar collection by B.G. Johnson and myself 
probably in 1941 (I can look up the date). I took the Confederate piece as part 
of my share as I had the choice of any coins I wished. 


You really have a project going. Good luck. ee 


ee 
Sincerely, 


| 7 Ws \ 


Gs, 
Eric P. Newman 


a TALES LS a) meri yo 


EPN:bv 


Calcoin News 


The Quarterly Journal of the California State Numismatic Association 
1295 Shaw Avenue, Suite 331, Clovis, California 93612, 209-346-0448 


March 12, 1997 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Re: Confederate Half Dollar & Cent, 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Your letter of February 17 of this year was most gladly received. Your responses to my 
several questions posed in my earlier letter are appreciated. 


| have embarked on a genealogical search of the familial backgrounds of Mr. Marks 
Jacobs and Mrs. Alice Clark in hopes of establishing or negating any link between them. 
I'll advise you of my findings. 


It may be some time before my next communiqué as my energies are being diverted in a 


number of directions at this time. | hope circumstances will permit me to visit the 
Money Museum this summer and that | may have the high honor of meeting you then. 


Quite ‘sincerely, i) 


| ne U sb LU ie 


Russell Stolling rail i 
Editor, Calcoin News ; 


Russell Stolling 

1295 Shaw Avenue, #331 
Clovis, California 93612 
209-346-0448, phone & fax 





May 29, 1998 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Re: Confederate Cent 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Warm greetings! | hope this letter finds you in good spirits and good health. It has been more 
than a year since our last correspondence on the Confederate Cent. 


My research on the Confederate Cent and Half Dollar continues, but at a slower pace now. I’m 
dividing my time between this project and another - researching the history of the short-lived 
short-line railroad that was the impetus for the founding of this small town in which | live. 

This project is in conjunction with the local historical society’s resurrection and restoration of 
a Victorian style depot that served the line from 1891 to 1911. I’m the “Consultant for 
Historical Accuracy” on the project - an unofficial title, to be sure. 


What prompts today’s letter is this: A numismatist in Virginia with whom I’ve been 
corresponding in the last month has speculated that Lovett’s Confederate Cents were struck on 
planchetts created by the shaving or filing of regular mint-issued US Indian Head Cents. His 
evidence, he says, is that he’s had the CSA cent at the Smithsonian weighed. The 
Smithsonian’s CSA cent weighs 4.05 grams versus 4.67 Grams for a BU Indian Head Cent in 
copper-nickel, a near 19% variance in weight. 


Have you had your cent weighed or have any other diagnostics been performed toward proving 
or disproving a similarity with the alloy of the cents of the Philadelphia mint? What is the 
weight of your CSA cent? 


I’m curious - and I’d bet you are too, unless you already have some ideas on this. Would you let 
me know what you find, or already know, at your earliest convenience? |’ll write the ANS as 
well, and let you know their response when | receive it. 


Thanks ever so much. 


Numismatically— yours, 


| f 
| i 
Nyascelh SSnte—, 
\ XA > : 


eee. \ 
Russell Stolling 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Russell Stolling June 4, 1998 
tooo. olaw AVE, Now 331 
Ciliovis', CA 93612 


Dear Mr... Stol Ling: Re: Confederate Cent 


I appreciate hearing new thoughts and thus was glad to hear 
bron you. 

The speculation that the Confederate Copper-Nickel Cents were 
coined from cut down U.S. Copper Nickel Cents- has no factual 
Support as you state. I have not had the metal in my Confederate 
piece analyzed. The weight seems unimportant for your purposes. 

The important fact is that Lovettiwas a skilled token and 
medal manufacturer, making pieces in all types of metals and would 
not have wasted his time machining or filing twelve U.S. cents down 
to a smaller size. He obviously had a strip roller and planchet 
cuxcters.. i heewanted to Use U.S. cents for making. Confederate 
cents then he would have melted up a group of them, rolled a bar 
to the thickness he wished, used a cookie cutter of the diameter 
he had for his many tokens and then struck the Confederates. He 
used the mixture of copper nickel for pieces other than Confederate 
cents. 

Perhaps your friend might agree. 


Sincerely, 


ae 2 cee 
y 


cH 5 Pie Ne West a 


Eric Ps Newman 


Russell Stolling 

1295 Shaw Avenue, #331 
Clovis, California 93612 
209-346-0448, phone & fax 


June 11, 1998 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Re: Confederate Cent 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


My vocabulary does not contain words to adequately express my extreme pleasure in receiving 
your response to my latest inquiry on the CSA Cent. 


| agree entirely with your position that Lovett was too busy to mess with filing and burnishing a 
handful of U. S. Cents. The assertion that the planchetts originated as Indian Head Cents did 
seem a bit fantastic. | thank you for “weighing in” on the matter. 








Russell Stolling 

1295 Shaw Avenue, #331 
Clovis, California 93612 
209-346-0448, phone & fax 





July 20, 1998 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Re: Confederate Cents 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Our most recent correspondence has been concerned with the possibility, or the unlikelihood, 
that Lovett’s CSA cents were produced from planchets made from filing the designs off of US 
Cents. While | agree with your assessment that Lovett had no need and no time to file planchets 
from US coins, more information has come forth to inspire curiosity. 


Dr. John Kleeberg at ANS reports that the two CSA Cent specimens in their collection 
(formerly W. D. Gookin’s) are also of different weights than the US Cent. They are likewise 
different from the Smithsonian specimen.. So far we have: 


US CENT 4.67 grams 

CSA CENTS; ge a 
Smithsonian 4.05 grams. . 
ANS 4.129 grams 
ANS 3.907 grams 


The CSA Cents so far measured are within 84% to 88% of the US Cent weight (12 to 16 
percent lighter), and are within a 6% tolerance when compared to each other. The weight 
variances between CSA cents might be accounted for by some irregularity in the thickness of 
the sheets from which the planchets were punched. A 6% weight variance between planchets 
may of no significance considering the technology available to Lovett. 


I’ve never seen a reference to the diameter of the CSA cent — | wonder how their diameter 
compares to the US cent. 


Have you any comment? Would you care to add the weight of your CSA Cent to the table above 
and the further weight of your opinion to this debate? |’m always appreciative of your input. 


oral 


ee 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Russell Stolling August 3, 1998 
1295 Shaw Ave # 331 

Clovis, CA 93612 

Dear Mr. Stolling: 

Pursuant to your July 20, 1998 request I took out our 
Confederate cent (ex. E.H.R. Green) and it has the following 
characteristics: 

Weight: 4.12 grams 
Horizontal diameter: .808 inches 
Vertical diameter: -808 inches 
I hope I have been helpful. I still believe Lovett made his 


planchets from sheet. What the metal source for the sheet was I 
leave up to others. Keep me posted on any new thinking. 


Sincerely, 


ay 


Eric P. Newman 





Russell Stolling 

1295 Shaw Avenue, #331 
Clovis, California 93612 
209-346-0448, phone & fax 


August 12, 1998 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Thank you for going to the trouble of weighing and measuring your CSA cent. The weight of 
4.12 grams corresponds exactly with that of one of the two ANS specimens. 


| wonder, however, about the diameter indicated. The diameter of .808 inches given for your 
coin translates to 20.5 millimeters. As the diameter of the US cent is 19 mm (.748 inches), 
the 1.5 mm difference in diameters would seem to crush the notion that Lovett filed down US 
cents. Is the .808 inch measurement accurate? 


| agree with you that Lovett certainly had the skill, and possibly the equipment, necessary for 
the manufacture of his own planchets, and | would go forward with that with confidence. But 
since you asked to be kept posted on any new thinking, here are two other fresh ideas - the 
first is out of my own head, the second was suggested by another thinker: 


1.) It occurs to me that since there were a number of engravers and die-sinkers active in 
Philadelphia at the same time as Lovett, they may have had a common source of materials. 
How likely is it that there would have been a metallurgist mixing alloys, making bars and 
sheets, wire, and other shapes for jewelers and metal craftsmen, and possibly even punching 
planchets for the die-sinkers? 


2.) Is it possible that die-sinkers with mint connections could have obtained underweight or 
otherwise defective planchets from the mint? 


The ANS attributed W. D. Gookin as the source of their CSA cents, but | have been unable to find 
that name in any of my resources. Are you familiar with the Gookin name? 


In a biography of Dr. Edward Maris in The Colonial Newsletter, December 1997, by Roger A. 
Moore, M.D.,the author quotes a source indicating that 16 CSA cents were struck, not 12 as 
per Haseltine’s account of their discovery. The article also supports the theory put forth by 
Michael Hodder in 1994 that Maris had them before Hazeltine. Are you familiar with this? Any 
comment? 


Many thanks, as always for your participation in this discussion. | look forward to your next 
letter. 


SAucerely , 


Te Seen — 
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CATALOGUE 


OF ~ 


UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN 


GOLD, SILVER & COPPER COINS, 
MEDALS, TOKENS, ETC. 


TO BE SOLD AT AUCTION, 


BY 


MESSRS. THOMAS BIRCH & SON, 


No. 1110 Chestnut Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday Afternoons, 
January 13, 14 and 15, 1874, 


COMMENUING AT THREE O’OLOCK P. M. 





CATALOGUED BY JOHN W. HASELTINE. 





Bids will be faithfully attended to by Edward Cogan, No. 408 State 
Street, Brooklyn; J. Colvin Randall, P. O. Box 1966, Philadelphia; Henry 
Ahlborn, foot of Cambridge Street, Boston; John W. Haseltine, No. 1348 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia; and by the Auctioneers. 
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639 1835; date directly under bust; very fine indeed; scarce in 
this condition. 
640 1836; broken die; very fine. 
641 1837; uncirculated ; bright; rev., little discolored. 
642 1838; uncirculated; light olive ; portions of original color re- 
maining. 
-648 1839; 1888 head; good. 
644 1839; booby head; uncirculated ; bright. 
645 1839; 1840 head ; very fine. 
646 1840; large date; very fine. 
647 1840; small date; uncirculated. 
-648 1841; fine. 
649 1842; large date; uncirculated ; portions of original color re- 
maining. 
650 1843; 1842 obverse; 1842 reverse ; uncirculated ; light olive. 
651 1843; 1842 obverse; 1844 reverse; uncirculated ; light olive. 
652 1843; 1844 obverse; 1844 reverse; uncirculated ; light olive. 
653 1844; very fine; light olive. 
654 1845; uncirculated ; some original color. 
655 1846; small date; fine ; light olive. 
656 1847; uncirculated ; light olive. 
‘657 1848; uncirculated ; bright color. 
658 1849; uncirculated ; light olive. 
(659 1850; uncirculated; bright. 
660 18545; uncirculated; bright. 
661 1855; straight date ; uncirculated ; bright. 
662 1855; slanting date; uncirculated ; bright. 
663 1857; large date ; uncirculated; bright. 
664 1857; small date ; uncirculated ; bright. 


let - CONFEDERATE CENT. 
665 1861; head of Liberty; inscription, “ Oonfederate States of 
America; rev., ‘1 Cent,” in 2 lines, surrounded by a 
wreath of ears of corn and wheat, with a cotton bale at the 
bottom; nickel; very fine ; excessively rare. 

[The dies for the above picce were made by Mr. Lovett, of Philadelphia, 
in 1861. Mr. Lovett says that they were ordered in 1861, for the South, and 
that the dies were delivered. Previous to delivering the dies, he struck 
4 elve pieces, but showed them to no one and kept the matter qniet, fearing 
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that he might be arrested if it were known. 
months since Mr. Lovett parted with all he had (either ten or twelve) to Dr 
Be Maris, of Philadelphia, from whom this one was obtained. Although it ‘5 
evident that the Southern Confederacy did not adopt this piece, still it will 
always be considered interesting and yaluable as the only soles designed 
for the Southern Confederacy, and will no doubt bring a high price. [have 
been somewhat particular in giving the facts about this piece, as there “are 
persons who always sneer at and doubt awnything new and intarestive that 
1g discovered by other than themselves. Jc. We 8 


United States Half Cents. 


666 1793; barely circulated; dark 
offered 5 searce. 

667 1794; Maris No, 4; rarest variety; fair. 

668 1794; Maris No. 5; figure 9 in date much below its proper 
place ; fair; scarce. 


olive; better than usually 


669 1795; thick planchet ; lettered edge; very poor; scarce. 

670 1795; thin planchet; poor. 

671 1795; extra large planchet; thick, but edge not lettered; poor; 
date does not show; rare. 

672 1796; as fine if not the finest ever offered at auction; good 

color; very desirable and rare piece. ; 

1797; lettered edge; fair; an exceedingly rare variety; ver 

seldom offered for sale. . 

674 1797; good; scarce. 

675 1797; poor, but date shows. 

676 1800; very good; scarce. 

67 1802; fine for this date; the figure “2” in date appears to be 
rather larger than in any I have noticed, although it is 
struck over 1800, as they all are; this is one of the best 
I have ever seen; desirable; rare. 

678 1802; not quite so good as the preceding; very good specimen 

679 1803; very good; almost fine; light olive. 

680 1804; uncirculated ; light olive. 

681 1805; good; scarce. 

682 1806; uncirculated ; light olive. 

683 1807; good. 

684 1808; good; scarce. 


673 


It was not until about six - 


Russell Stolling First North American Rights 
1295 Shaw Avenue, Suite 331 3451 Words 
Clovis, California 93612 

(209) 346-0448 


The Coins of the Confederacy 


by Rus Stolling 


For several years after the Civil War it was regarded as historical fact that the 
Confederate States of America had made no attempt to mint coins. Historians may have 
preferred to ignore that 2,217,858 coins had been struck in gold and in silver at the 
mints in Dahlonega, Georgia; Charlotte, North Carolina; and New Orleans, Louisiana, 
after those mints were taken under Confederate control in the first months of 1861. The 
history writers apparently agreed with the position of the Treasury Department of the 
United States that those coins, having been struck between Union dies, were U. S. coins 
struck illegally. History would have to be rewritten though, twice in one decade - in 
1873 with the discovery of the Confederate Cent, and again in 1879 when the first 
Confederate Half Dollar came to public attention. 

The campaign to create coins that would be truly symbolic of the Confederacy could be 
said to have begun on March 6, 1861, when William A. Elmore, Superintendent of the 
U.S. Mint at New Orleans (taken under State of Louisiana authority on February 2, 
1861) wrote to CSA Treasury Secretary Christopher Memminger: 

“When the Government of the Confederate States assumes active control 
over the operations of this institution, | assume that it will require new 
dies, with new devices and inscriptions. To procure them will require 
time. Would it not be well to commence preparation for the new state of 
things?” 

Secretary Memminger replied from the capitol, seated at that time in Montgomery, 
Alabama: 

“l wish you could see some of the persons in New Orleans who deal in 
engravings or designing, and procure some designs from them for the 


various coins and send them here immediately. | would suggest to them 


something new and appropriate to the South, leaving to the North the Eagle 
and its counterpart.” 

Because of the principally agrarian economy of the South, people with technical and 
manufacturing skills were scarce, and few designers, engravers and die sinkers were 
available. The Encyclopedia of the Confederacy documents that there were only eight 
security engravers in the whole Confederacy, and only three of these had any experience 
engraving monetary plates or dies. 

Agents of the government of the Confederate States of America contacted Philadelphia 
jewelers Bailey & Co. about the design and production of a one-cent coin. The Bailey 
company turned to Robert J. Lovett, Jr., an engraver whose work was known to be of the 
highest quality. He accepted the commission to design the Confederate cent, engrave the 
dies, and strike examples of the design. 

For the coin’s obverse (the “heads” side) Lovett incorporated a profile of the 
allegorical Lady Liberty identical to the one he had used on a copper token advertising his 
own business a year earlier. Centered on the obverse and facing left, Lovett’s Lady 
Liberty is beautiful in the strong-jawed, angular nosed, smooth-complexioned style of 
the youthful Mediterranean Caucasian goddess. Her long curls are swept back as if 
windblown, and cascade to her shoulders from under a liberty cap. The legend 
CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA is engraved around the Liberty profile and the coin is 
dated 1861. 

The liberty cap is of a style worn by Roman, Greek, and even earlier-period slaves 
who had earned or been granted their freedom. It was a symbol of their emancipation. The 
liberty cap has appeared on US coins designs since 1794, and was still in use as recently 
as 1945 on the “Mercury” Dime. 

For the reverse, Lovett designed a wreath of sugar cane, tobacco, and corn, with a 
cotton bale centered at the base of the wreath and flanked by barrels left and right. The 
denomination, 1 CENT, is centered within the wreath. The edge of the coin is smooth, free 
of lettering or reeding. Lovett signed his art with a tiny letter L, just visible on the 
lower right corner of the cotton bale. 

He tested his design for the Confederate cent by striking 12 coins in an alloy of copper 
and nickel — a composition similar to that of the Indian Head cent in circulation at the 
time — on a planchet of about the same diameter, thickness and weight as the Indian cent. 

Lovett’s wife worried that his participation in this venture on behalf of the 
Confederates might constitute assistance to the enemy, and if discovered could lead to his 
arrest. He stopped work on the project and hid the coins and dies in his basement where 


they remained for several years. 


Neither the dies nor the coins were ever delivered to the client. The coin never went 
into production and never felt the touch, the warmth, or the sweat of a Southern palm. 

The very existence of the cent designed for the Confederacy remained undiscovered 
until one afternoon in mid-1873, when it came to light quite by accident. 

Lovett apparently liked to carry one of his Confederate cents in his pocket as a 
reminder of his secret. On his way home from work one afternoon, he stopped into a West 
Philadelphia drinking establishment and stayed perhaps a bit too long. As he left, he 
inadvertently passed the Confederate cent to the bartender among the coins with which he 
paid for his imbibing. The barkeeper recognized the cent as an oddity and kept the coin, 
but did not keep the secret of its existence. News of the find soon reached John W. 
Haseltine, a retired U. S. Army Captain and Civil War veteran turned coin dealer. 

Haseltine served in the 2nd Pennsylvania Cavalry from the war’s beginning. Wounded 
from a gunshot in the abdomen and a fall from his horse in a skirmish at Deep Bottom 
Run, Virginia, on August 16, 1864, he mustered out of service in October of that same 
year. Before the war he had been a merchant of boots and shoes. After the war his 
entrepreneurial interests turned to coins, medals, and paper money. 

Haseltine located the bartender, learned the details of the coin’s discovery, and 
acquired the coin. He immediately recognized the coin’s Liberty design as the same as 
that of Lovett’s 1860 trade token and visited the engraver. 

Lovett initially denied any link with the CSA cent. Haseltine, certain of the connection, 
gently but persistently pursued Lovett, visiting him on several occasions over the next 
few months. The two apparently became comfortable with each other over time because 
one evening, when Lovett was “in his cups”, according to Haseltine’s account, Lovett 
relented. Opening a drawer in his coin storage cabinet, he revealed the remaining 
Confederate cents, all in a neat row. 

Whether Haseltine obtained any coins directly from Lovett is an item of speculation. 
No known source is specific on this issue. The first CSA cent to come to public attention 
appeared in the catalog of the January 13, 1874 sale by Philadelphia auctioneers 
Thomas Birch & Son. The story of the coin as told in the catalog, authored by Haseltine, 
says that “Mr. Lovett parted with all (of the Confederate cents he had) to Dr. E. Maris of 
Philadelphia, from whom this one was obtained.” Haseltine offered four of the coins in 
his own sale in April of the same year, leading to the deduction that he obtained a number 
of the cents from Maris. 

In Haseltine’s personal narrative he states that he purchased the dies with a partner, 
J. Colvin Randall, and that he and Randall hired die-striker Peter Krider, whose shop 


was near Haseltine’s, to strike a second series of the coins from Lovett’s dies. Seventy- 


four restrikes were made — seven in gold, twelve in silver, and fifty-five in copper. 
When the die cracked on striking the fifty-fifth copper replica, the process halted. 
Haseltine defaced Lovett’s original dies with chisel cuts to render them useless 
thereafter. On April 2, 1874, he published a circular offering the 74 restrikes for sale 
along with four of Lovett’s originals, stating in the circular that the four originals were 
the last available. 

Maris’ CSA cent sold at auction for $16.20, a high price in those times. The most 
recent publicized sale of an original CSA cent was in January, 1988, for $13,500. A 
gold restrike sold in 1994 for $27,000. 

The dies changed owners at least eight times before coming into the possession of New 
Yorker Robert Bashlow in the late 1950’s. To commemorate the centennial of the Civil 
War in 1961, Bashlow struck some 30,000 replicas of the Confederate Cent in a wide 
variety of metals and non-metallic compositions. Bashlow’s restrikes are easily 
recognizable as they show all the breaks and chisel marks from the original dies. 
Specimens in copper can be bought today for $30 or less. 

One original Confederate Cent now resides in the archives of the American Numismatic 
Society in New York City. Another is in the National Numismatic Collection at the 
Smithsonian Institution, as are the original dies. A third is the property of the Eric P. 
Newman Numismatic Education Society, St. Louis, Missouri, and is occasionally 
displayed for public appreciation. The balance of the coins are in private collections and 
rarely surface for public viewing. 

The introduction of Lovett’s Confederate Cent in 1874 was unaccompanied by the 
fanfare of press coverage afforded the debut of the CSA’s Half Dollar five years later. 

A column entitled “A Craze for Coins”, printed by the Philadelphia Record in 
January, 1879, discussed values of some rare pieces and mentioned the name of 
Philadelphia coin dealer E. B. Mason. Dr. Benjamin F. Taylor, Secretary and Treasurer 
of the Louisiana State Board of Health and former Chief Coiner at the New Orleans Mint, 
saw the article and wrote Mason that he had an original Confederate coin in his 
possession. Doubting the existence of any genuine Confederate coin, Mason requested a 
pencil rubbing — which Dr. Taylor promptly provided. 

The Record printed news of the discovery on March 11, 1879, under the headline “A 
RELIC OF SUCCESSION BROUGHT TO LIGHT AFTER EIGHTEEN YEARS” reporting that evidence 
existed that silver half dollars were struck from original Confederate dies at the New 
Orleans Mint while it was under control of the Confederates. A description and a drawing 
of the coin accompanied an account of its origin. The New Orleans Picayune published the 
story five days later, and the New York Times reported the find on March 23. 


The story soon came to the attention of Marcus J. Wright, a former Confederate 
General before becoming curator of the Confederate Archives in Washington, DC. He 
wrote Dr. Taylor requesting the details of his experience as Chief Coiner for the 
Confederate States, copies of documents and coins, and other pertinent items for 
inclusion in the Confederate Archive. 

Dr. Taylor’s reply to Mr. Wright is the only existing first-person account of the 
creation and early history of the Confederate Half Dollar. As such, it is quoted here in its 
entirety, as published in the New Orleans Picayune on Wednesday, April 9, 1879: 

New Orleans, La., April 7, 1879 
To Hon. Marcus J. Wright: 

Your favor requesting a statement of the history of the New Orleans 
Mint, in reference to coinage under the Confederate Government, is 
received. 

That institution was turned over by the State of Louisiana the last of 
February, 1861, to the Confederate States of America, the old officers 
being retained and confirmed by the Government, viz.: Wm. A. Elmore, 
Superintendent; A. J. Guirot, Treasurer; M. F. Bonzano, M. D., Melter and 
Refiner; and Howard Millspaugh, Assayer. 

In the month of April orders were issued by Mr. Memminger, 
Secretary of the Treasury, to the effect that designs for half dollar coins 
should be submitted to him for approval. 

Among several sent, the one approved bore on the reverse of the coin a 
representation of the Goddess of Liberty, surrounded by thirteen stars, 
denoting the thirteen States from whence the Confederacy sprung, and on 
the lower rim the figures 1861. 

On the obverse there is a shield with seven stars, representing the 
seceding states; above the shield is a liberty cap, and entwined around it 
stalks of sugar cane and cotton. The inscription is, “CONFEDERATE STATES 
OF AMERICA.” The dies were engraved by A. H. M. Peterson, engraver and 
die striker, who is now living in Commercial Place. They were prepared 
for the coining press by Conrad Schmidt, foreman of the coining room, 
who is still living, from which four pieces only were struck. 

About this period an order came from the Secretary suspending 
Operations on account of the difficulty of obtaining bullion, and the Mint 
was closed April 30th, 1861. 


Of the four pieces mentioned one was sent to the Government, one 
presented to Professor Riddel, of the University of Louisiana, one to Dr. E. 
Ames, of New Orleans, the remaining one being retained by myself. Upon 
diligent inquiry | am unable to find but one piece besides my own, that 
being in the possession of a Confederate soldier of this city, who transmits 
it to his son as a souvenir of his father’s services in the Confederate 
cause. 

So soon as electrotype copies are made | will take pleasure in sending 
you a specimen for the archives you represent. 

Very respectfully, your ob’t serv'’t, 

B. F. TAYLOR, M.D. 

Dr. Taylor refers to the CSA design as the obverse and the Lady Liberty side as the 
reverse. The side he calls the reverse of the Confederate half dollar is exactly the same 
as the obverse of the circulating U.S. coinage of 1861, a design called the Seated Liberty. 
Originated by U.S. Mint engraver Christian Gobrecht at the Philadelphia Mint in 1836 
and first used on half-dollars in 1839, the design was still in use as of the date of 
Taylor’s letter. The very die used for the so-called reverse of the Confederate half dollar 
was a U.S. half dollar obverse die produced by the Philadelphia mint and provided to the 
New Orleans mint in December of 1860 for use in 1861 coinage. 

Only one side (the true reverse, by numismatic definition) was an_ original 
Confederate design. Whether its designer, August H. M. Peterson, was a mint employee or 
not is not stated. It is likely that he was a private contractor as, since all of its dies were 
provided by the main mint in Philadelphia, the New Orleans mint had no need for a die- 
cutter. Peterson’s die was engraved too deeply, causing an exceedingly high-relief image 
when impressed upon a coin planchet. Taylor states that coin room foreman Conrad 
Schmidt prepared the dies for the press. No doubt Schmidt burnished the dies principally 
to reduce the relief, but produced the additional effect of polishing the surfaces to 
produce a brilliantly smooth finish on the coins. 

The symbolism of the design of the Confederate side of the coin should be more 
completely described. The shield, central element of the design, has seven stars in a solid 
field, symbolic of the seven states first to secede, plus thirteen vertical stripes 
representing the eleven states in the Confederacy plus Kentucky and Missouriwho had not 
seceded, but were represented in the Confederate government . Above the shield, on a 
pole, is a liberty cap. 

The wreath around the shield to the left is comprised of a stem of a cotton plant in 


blossom and boll, curving upward and clockwise. The right half of the wreath is a stalk of 


Sugar cane curving upward and counterclockwise. The cotton and sugar cane, symbols of 
the South’s economy, are crossed beneath the point at the shield’s base and tied with a 
ribbon in a bow. The inscription CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA curves clockwise 
around the inside of the rim. The coin’s denomination is inscribed as -HALF DOL.- at its 
base. 

The U.S. obverse die and the Confederate reverse were placed in a manually operated 
screw press, and four silver half dollars were made. 

Three of the four coins were given to members of the small group of witnesses. Those 
receiving the coins were John Leonard Riddell, Chief Melter and Refiner at the New 
Orleans mint from 1838 to 1849 before becoming a professor at the Medical College of 
the University of Louisiana (later renamed Tulane University); Dr. Edward Y. Ames, 
deduced to be the father of the “Confederate soldier of this city” Taylor mentions; and 
Taylor himself, the mint’s Chief Coiner at the time. The fourth coin “sent to a member of 
the Government” went to Treasury Secretary Christopher Memminger, who presented it 
to CSA President Jefferson Davis. 

Secretary Memminger’s order to close the mint brought an abrupt end to the effort to 
create a distinct coinage for the Confederate States of America. 

Dr. Taylor did not mention to Marcus Wright that he had retained possession of the 
dies as well as the coin. He had, however, communicated this to Mr. Mason. Convinced of 
their authenticity, Mason acquired Taylor’s coin and the Confederate die, and in May of 
1879 sold both to New York coin dealer John Walter Scott for $310. 

Scott wrote to Jefferson Davis inquiring about the Confederate Half Dollar. Davis’s 
reply, dated May 10, 1879, stated; 

“| once had a Confederate coin. It was in my wife’s trunk when it was 
rifled by the Federal officers sent on board the prison ship on which she 
was detained at Hampton Roads before and after my confinement at 
Fortress Monroe. The coin, some medals, and other valuables were stolen 
at the time. Whether the coin be the same which has been offered to you as 
a duplicate, | cannot say. It is, however, not true, as published, that it is 
now in my possession.” 

As did Captain Haseltine with the Confederate Cent, Scott embarked on an enterprise to 
produce replicas of the Confederate Half Dollar, but with an interesting twist. He 
procured five hundred 1861 half dollars from general circulation and filed off their 
reverse designs. Placing the altered half dollars face down on a smooth soft brass platen 
and securing them in place with a smooth-surfaced collar, Scott impressed their blanked 
reverses with the original Confederate die. 


The 500 restrikes are recognizably different from the originals in that while they all 
have sharply defined Confederate reverses, their obverse features are depressed from 
contact with the flat brass plate and their edge reeding is flattened from the pressure of 
the smooth retaining collar. After striking 500 more of the Confederate reverse in a 
softer non-precious metal with an obverse bearing his own inscription, Scott defaced the 
original die with a deep file cut across its diameter. 

Collector and philanthropist J. Sanford Saltus purchased Taylor’s coin in 1918, 
according to a 1923 letter, gave the die to the Louisiana Historical Society. A more 
recent report on the location of the die is from a 1950 account by William A. Philpott, 
Jr., Secretary of the Texas Bankers Association, who claimed to have examined the die as 
he held it in his own hands at the Confederate Museum in Richmond, Virginia, in 1930. 
Neither the Louisiana Historical Society nor the Confederate Museum can affirm the 
whereabouts of the die today. 

The first of the only four original Confederate half dollars in existence, Dr. Taylor’s 
specimen came to public attention in 1879. The coin given to Dr. Ames appeared in a 
$20 roll of half dollars exchanged for bills at face value at a bank in Rondout, New York, 
in 1910. Dr. Riddell’s coin was found in a batch of age-blackened silver coins sold in 
bulk to a coin dealer in 1912. Jefferson Davis’ coin re-appeared one hundred years 
after its creation when it was sold for $425 on May 6, 1961, to coin dealer John J. 
Ford by a man believing it to be one of Scott’s restrikes. Scott’s restrikes now 
occasionally surface in the coin market at prices approaching $3,000. 

J. S. Saltus donated the Taylor specimen of the original Confederate half dollar to the 
archives of the American Numismatic Society in 1923. Ames’ coin has been in the 
collection of Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society since about 1940. The coin 
presented to Professor Riddell was purchased in 1971 by a collector in the Northeast 
who prefers to remain anonymous. 

Jefferson Davis’s coin was last exhibited in Atlanta, Georgia, in March of 1995, 
where it was offered for sale. The price asked, disclosed to be in the range of $800,000, 
was not met and the coin did not change hands at that time. The most important and 
exciting monetary Civil War relic thus remains in the possession of a collector who is 
suspected, but not confirmed, to be the same who purchased it as a restrike thirty-six 
years ago. 


- End - 
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